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Theology Proper – Bad Things, Good People 
(Week 2)
Last week we dove into the deep waters of this question. We explored the chilling theological truth that:

🔥 The complete holiness of God requires the eternal torment of an entirely sinful mankind. He saves those who 
repent but the rest experience the torture of being sinful forever.

We explored the condition of the total depravity of man as a result of the curse God placed upon us for our sin in the garden:

📖 Genesis 2:16–17 
16 The Lord God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 
17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will 
surely die.”

We heard that curse expanded practically over every aspect of our entire lives:

📖 Deuteronomy 28:15–19 
15 “But it shall come about, if you do not obey the LORD your God, to observe to do all His commandments and 
His statutes with which I charge you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you: 
16 “Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the country. 
17 “Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 
18 “Cursed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce of your ground, the increase of your herd and the 
young of your flock. 
19 “Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out.

And we left it with the mercy of God in His offer to us of forgiveness through repentance and faith. An absolutely astounding 
offer:

📖 Ezekiel 18:32 
32 “For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies,” declares the Lord GOD. “Therefore, repent and live.”

Truly this over arching question is all wrong. There are no naturally good people and for the unforgiven there is only bad and 
an overwhelming dread of all the bad things awaiting them upon their death. No matter how painful or pleasurable, life hosts 
our only chance for repentance and forgiveness, so repent.

But what about those of us who have repented? What is God’s heart and intent for us? Don’t Christians suffer and endure 
terribly hard and bad things? Indeed they do, unspeakably difficult things, and yet overwhelmingly Scripture is clear, rejoice, 
do not despair, truly, actually, 

🔥 no actual bad befalls the good people of God.



Theology Proper – Bad Things, Good People (Week 2) 2

Good People
I tried to trim down my primary passage but it’s context is too glorious. So, while shame on you if you do, if you happen to 
doze off hear this victorious hope of the previously damned whom God has chosen to save.

📖 Romans 8:26–39 
26  In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit 
Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; 
27 and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 
28  And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 
called according to His purpose. 
29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He 
would be the firstborn among many brethren; 
30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom 
He justified, He also glorified. 
31  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 
32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us 
all things? 
33 Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; 
34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right 
hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 
35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36 Just as it is written, 
“For Your sake we are being put to death all day long; 
We were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 
38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 
39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Let’s break that down bit by glorious bit.

📖 Romans 8:26–39 
26 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit 
Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words;

The pain of the Christian life will still be unspeakably difficult cutting deeper than words can express

📖 27 and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God.

Yet on our side is the Holy Spirit, our intercessor, ensuring we are helped and represented before the Holy God.
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📖 28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 
called according to His purpose.

And there it is, what an astounding promise and complete reversal. Where once we stood condemned under a curse of death 
on every side. Nothing good. Now forgiven under the mercy of God it’s good from every angle, nothing bad, all things working 
together for good. Outstanding, stunning. For all the pain, suffering and residual sin and evil, none of it, not one bit of it, 
outside the powerful sovereign hand of God to serve us in the final full good of the Christian.

📖 29 For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He 
would be the firstborn among many brethren;

conformed to the image of His Son

And there is the highest good for the Christian, lest your flesh pull your eyes lower to a lesser good. The good of God for the 
believer is to become the mirror image of his Son. Not merely comfortable, air conditioned, free from pain, a full bank account, 
a beautiful spouse, obedient children, a skinny body, a good night of sleep. He is busy about the work of shaping you into the 
image of Christ the Lord. Christ, the all powerful, all peaceful, perfectly holy, sinless, God. He is the firstborn above all but 
make no mistake we are not just being formed into better humans, we are being transformed from glory to glory, dim to bright,

📖 Ephesians 4:13 
13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the 
measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.

This contrast between last week and this verse should absolutely blow us back in our seat brains. From a well earned eternal 
torment to the attaining the stature of the fullness which belongs to the fullness of Christ. Unimaginable! Why? Precisely 
because it’s outrageous and unimaginable.

That God would have such real love and mercy on an elect few who’d earned his full holy wrath. It’s intended to astound, yet 
too often it’s assumed. We complain about the pain instead of exploding in thankfulness and awe for the mercy, goodness 
and love of a God who could grow not just some good, or any good, but all good from such an abject evil as mankind, people 
like you and me.

📖 30 and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom 
He justified, He also glorified. 
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 
32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us 
all things?

The greatest treasure in all the universe has been given to us. Whatever else you think you may need. Whatever bitterness 
you’re in danger of holding against God, have you forgotten the very Son of God was given to you to pluck you out of eternal 
torment? He was plunged into that fire for you. How dare you, it is all good, every bit of it, all the pain, heartache, suffering 
and evil. God gave us His Son and now all things are being woven into a tapestry of the goodness of God for us. The pain is 
real, the tears burn, the flesh is weak, but can you please believe it is good? Of all the things you want to add to your 
collection of possessions remember you posses Christ! 
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📖 33 Who will bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; 
34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right 
hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 
35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
36 Just as it is written, “FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE 
CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.” 
37 But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. 
38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 
39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.

For those repentant and forgiven, God loves you, actually, really, He loves you. Your eternal flame has been quenched. Your 
seat in Sheol will forever be vacant because Jesus Christ sat there for you and took your eternal torment because he loves 
you. Please Christian hold this near and dear to your heart and mind in the moments of pain and earthly anguish. Christ is 
yours, he is working it all, every single thing for your good to shape you into his own likeness and image.

📖 James 1:12 
12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life 
which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

📖 1 Corinthians 2:9 
9 but just as it is written, “THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE 
NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM.”

For my unbelievers I implore you consider the flames obedient to consume you. The fire of God’s wrath burns hotter than you 
could ever imagine, ready to torture you forever. Repent and believe.

For my fellow believers we equally yet inversely have no idea all the good God has ready for us simply because he loves us.

The hand that breaks the wicked now holds us tenderly. The strength and wrath holding the wicked eternally in tortuous 
flames now fights for us against our enemies to protect, provide and work for our good.

And so I ask along with Jesus:

📖 John 16:31–33 
31 Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 
32 “Behold, an hour is coming, and has already come, for you to be scattered, each to his own home, and to leave 
Me alone; and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me. 
33 “These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but 
take courage; I have overcome the world.”

Christian you will suffer. The curse of Christ on the wickedness of mankind, of which we are still a member, surrounds us and 
afflicts us on every side, but take courage, our Savior has overcome the world, broken through the curse and redeemed us by 
his own blood as payment for the residual wrath we even now continue to experience. Let the pain remind you of what you 
deserve and let it motivate you to testify in gospel witness to the unbeliever for where they are headed.
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📖 Psalm 118:17 
17 I will not die, but live, And tell of the works of the Lord.

The astounding contrast and urgency could not be more clear. Today is the day of repentance. Do not live one more day 
under the expectation of your eternal judgement. Consider even now the mercy of God to give you time, days, breaths, brain 
function to understand the offer of repentance.

📖 Psalm 145:9 
9 The LORD is good to all, And His mercies are over all His works.

Do not mistake God’s momentary goodness and mercy on you in your mortal life for a quenching of your eternal flames. They 
burn, but the cross of Christ is calling to you to repent, to live for Jesus, to forsake your sin and turn in faith to the forgiveness 
of the Lord.

📖 Psalm 7:10–13 
10 My shield is with God, Who saves the upright in heart. 
11 God is a righteous judge, And a God who has indignation every day. 
12 If a man does not repent, He will sharpen His sword; He has bent His bow and made it ready. 
13 He has also prepared for Himself deadly weapons; He makes His arrows fiery shafts.

His indignation burns, his fiery arrow are ready. His pleasure is not your death, but his holiness will not miss, his arrow will 
strike you or it will strike Christ on the cross. I implore you to cry out that his arrow would not strike you to your death. Repent 
and live.

📖 Nahum 1:2–8 
2 A jealous and avenging God is the LORD; The LORD is avenging and wrathful. The LORD takes vengeance on 
His adversaries, And He reserves wrath for His enemies. 
3 The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, And the LORD will by no means leave the guilty unpunished. In 
whirlwind and storm is His way, And clouds are the dust beneath His feet. 
4 He rebukes the sea and makes it dry; He dries up all the rivers. Bashan and Carmel wither; The blossoms of 
Lebanon wither. 
5 Mountains quake because of Him And the hills dissolve; Indeed the earth is upheaved by His presence, The 
world and all the inhabitants in it. 
6 Who can stand before His indignation? Who can endure the burning of His anger? His wrath is poured out like 
fire And the rocks are broken up by Him. 
7 The LORD is good, A stronghold in the day of trouble, And He knows those who take refuge in Him. 
8 But with an overflowing flood He will make a complete end of its site, And will pursue His enemies into darkness.

Take refuge through repentance for there will be no taking shelter from his fiery wrath on your final day of earthly life when 
you pass into eternal death.

So please, repent, and then, in outrageous, unthinkable, undeserving victory experience the love and mercy of God as your 
father. In place of the curses receive the blessings.
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📖 Deuteronomy 28:1–6 
1 “Now it shall be, if you diligently obey the LORD your God, being careful to do all His commandments which I 
command you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. 
2 “All these blessings will come upon you and overtake you if you obey the LORD your God: 
3 “Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the country. 
4 “Blessed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce of your ground and the offspring of your beasts, the 
increase of your herd and the young of your flock. 
5 “Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 
6 “Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.

Goodness on every side. For truly,

🔥 no actual bad befalls the good people of God.

📖 Psalm 119:68 
68 You are good and do good; Teach me Your statutes.

📖 James 1:2–4 
2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 
3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 
4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.

📖 Hebrews 10:31–39 
31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
32 But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you endured a great conflict of sufferings, 
33 partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming sharers 
with those who were so treated. 
34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you 
have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one. 
35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 
36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was 
promised. 
37 FOR YET IN A VERY LITTLE WHILE, HE WHO IS COMING WILL COME, AND WILL NOT DELAY. 
38 BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO 
PLEASURE IN HIM. 
39 But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.
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